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Cities Key to America’s Economic Strength, Solving Pressing National Problems 

New Survey of Political Donors Shows 
 

CHICAGO Ð Seventy-two percent of political donors strongly agree that America cannot 
be strong without strong cities, and they view cities as the solution for some of the 
countryÕs most pressing problems, including job growth and development, according to a 
new survey released today by CEOs for Cities and Living Cities. 
  
The survey, conducted by Lake Research Partners, of 400 political donors from across 
the country found that donors Ð including urban, suburban and rural residents Ð see cities 
as critical to the future of the country and favor investment in cities. In fact, a majority of 
respondents said they are likely to punish a candidate who favors disinvestment in cities. 
  
ÓPolitical donors recognize both the importance of cities to the future of our country, 
especially their economic importance, and believe that they can lead the way on 
addressing key issues,Ó said Celinda Lake, President of Lake Research Partners. ÒAnd 
based on the intensity of the responses, the idea that cities must be strong and must not 
be allowed to deteriorate has become a value in the minds of Americans and not simply 
just a matter of opinion.Ó  
  
The survey also found that donors and activists view cities as leaders in solving the 
problems of access to jobs and education. 
  
ÒThese findings point to the fact that an effective urban agenda must treat cities not as 
problems, but as places that help make the American Dream come true," said Carol 
Coletta, president and CEO of CEOs for Cities.  "The most politically active Americans 
recognize that our nation's strength comes from the strength of its cities.  They 
understand that it is in our best interests to do whatever we can whenever we can to 
make cities stronger." 
  
The survey was conducted by telephone between April 16 and April 22 using professional 
interviewers and has a margin of sampling error of plus or minus 4.9 percentage points. 
 
Citing the importance of government, business and foundation partnerships, Ben Hecht, 
CEO of Living Cities noted that Òboth the will of the American people, as revealed in the 
findings, and this critical juncture in our economic and social history demand a 



###  

fundamental re-engineering of our cities - a literal silo-busting of local, state and key 
federal policies as well as the re-alignment of the roles of the public, private and 
philanthropic sectors.Ó 
  
Some additional key findings from the survey include: 
 

• An overwhelming number of political donors believe that America cannot be 
competitive in a global economy without dynamic cities.  More than half say they 
strongly agree with that statement.  (84 percent agree, 61 percent strongly agree).  

 
• Non-urban donors prove just as likely as their urban counterparts to think that 

America cannot compete in the global economy without strong cities (61 percent 
and 60 percent strongly agree, respectively).  

 
• Donors believe that addressing problems in our cities is important to the country, 

and they think that there is a strong connection between the economy of the 
country and cities.  They further agree that we cannot allow our cities to 
deteriorate.  

 
About CEOs for Cities 
 
CEOs for Cities is a national network of urban leaders Ð mayors, corporate CEOs, 
university presidents, foundation officials and business and civic leaders Ð that acts as an 
idea lab for cities. For more information about CEOs for Cities, visit www.ceosforcities.org 
or call 312.553.4630. 
 
 About Living Cities 
  
Living Cities is a philanthropic collaboration of 15 of the largest foundations and financial 
institutions in the world.  Over the past fifteen years, Living Cities has invested more than 
half a billion dollars in American Cities, resulting in $16 billion in development that 
includes housing, stores, schools, daycare, healthcare, job training centers and other 
community assets.  For more information about Living Cities and its programs, visit 
www.livingcities .org or call 646.442.2200. 
  


